
Los ANGELES COUNTY REGIONAL PARK AND OPEN SPACE DISTRICT 

June 13,2006 

The Honorable Board of Directors 
Los Angeles County 
Regional Park and Open Space District 

383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012 

Dear Directors: 

AMEND THE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY'S PROJECT LIST 
PURSUANT TO SECTION (3), SUBSECTION (d) OF THE SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD 
PARKS PROPOSITION OF 1996, ALLOCATE FIFTH SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 
SPECIFIED EXCESS GRANT FUNDS, AUTHORIZE ADMINISTRATION OF AN 
EXCESS FUNDS GRANT, WAIVE INAPPLICABLE REQUIREMENTS IN THE 

CONSERVANCY'S PROCEDURAL GUIDE, AND AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR TO 
REIMBURSE THE MOUNTAINS RECREATION AND CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 

FOR COSTS INCURRED PRIOR TO EXECUTION OF A PROJECT AGREEMENT 
FOR THE ACQUISITION OF TAX-DEFAULTED PARCELS 

(FIFTH DISTRICT - 3 -VOTE MATTER) 

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD: 

1. Amend the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy's (Conservancy) project list, 
previously approved by your Board on January 21, 1997, and most recently 
amended on November 3, 2004, to add the acquisition of tax-defaulted parcels of 
land in the Fifth Supervisorial District as identified in Attachment A. 

2. Allocate grant funds in the amount of $300,000 to the Conservancy, from the 
Fifth Supervisorial District's Specified Excess Funds for acquisition of the parcels 
identified in Attachment A. 
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3. Authorize the Director of Parks and Recreation (Director) to award a grant for the 
acquisition of the parcels identified in Attachment A and to administer the grant 
as of the date of this action and pursuant to the procedures in the Procedural 
Guide for the Consewancy, waiving Procedural Guide requirements inapplicable 
to acquisition of tax-defaulted properties. 

4. Authorize the Director to reimburse the Mountains Recreation and Conservation 
Authority (MRCA) for eligible costs incurred prior to the execution of a grant 
project agreement for the acquisition of the parcels identified in Attachment A. 

PURPOSElJUSTlFlCATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 

On December 20, 2005, your Board adopted an Agreement to Purchase Los Angeles 
County Tax-Defaulted Property, giving the MRCA the right to acquire up to 254.71 acres 
of property within three groups of tax-defaulted property in various locations within the 
Fifth Supewisorial District. 142.96 acres of property have been selected and purchased 
for public park and open space purposes, for the amount of back taxes owed plus 
County administrative costs. These properties, located primarily within the Santa Clarita 
Valley and Antelope Valley area are identified in Attachment A, and exclude any 
properties that were redeemed prior to the effective date of that Agreement. Chapter 8 
Agreement sale procedure permits public agencies to acquire "Tax Defaulted Subject to 
Power to Sell" property without the necessity of a public auction. 

The total cost of the acquisition of the parcels identified in Attachments A is $384,000, 
which includes $375,381 in back taxes and administrative costs of $8,619. The 
recommended actions would allocate $300,000 in Fifth Supewisorial District Specified 
Excess Funds to the Conservancy and allow the transfer of the grant funds to the 
MRCA toward the acquisition, resulting in a balance of $84,000 which will be funded by 
the MRCA. 

The Procedural Guide requires that an appraisal be prepared for each parcel acquired 
as well as title reports and Statements of Just Compensation. The Los Angeles County 
Regional Park and Open Space District (District) is recommending waiver of these 
requirements since these are not applicable to acquisition of tax-defaulted property. 
This acquisition is not based on the appraised value of the parcels, but instead on the 
amount of back taxes owed on each, plus County administrative costs. Therefore, 
appraisals are not necessary to confirm that the purchase prices for the properties are 
not excessive. 


































